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The well fraught bowl 
Cirtles mediant ; whilft the humble cell 
With quavering laugh, and rural jells, rcfounds. Philips. 

Now the circl iig years difdofe 
The day p rede (lin’d to reward his woes. Pace's Odyjf. 

Cj'kclicd. ad,, [from circle.] Having the form of a circle ; round. 

'I h’ inconllant moon. 

That monthly changes in her circled orb. Shakefp. R. andj. 
Circlet. n.f. [from circled] A circle; an orb. 

Then take repaft, ’till Hefperus difplay’d ( 

His golden circlet in the wcltein lhadc. Pipe s OdyJJ. 

Circling, participial adj. [from To circle.] Having the loan 
of a circle; circular; round. 

Round he furveys, ahd well might, where he llood 
So high above the circling canopy 

Of night’s extended (hade. Milton's Paradife Lojl , b. m. 
CTRCUn P n.f. [circuit. Ft. circuitus, Latin ] 
j . T he aft of moving round any thing. 

The circuits, in former times, went but round about the 
pale ; as the circuit of the cynofura about the pole. Davies. 

’1 here are four moons alfo perpetually rolling round the 
planet Jupiter, and carried along with him in his periodical 
circuit round the fun. _ Watts's Improvement, 

l. The fpacc inclofcd in a circle. 

He led me up 

A woodv mountain, whofc high top was plain 

A circuit wide inclos’d. Milton's Paradijc LJt s b. viu. 

3. Space ; extent ; meafured by travelling round. _ 

He attributeth unto it fmallnefs, in rcfpcct of circuit. 

Hooker , b. v. f. 19* 

The lake of Bollcna is reckoned one and twenty miles in 
circuit. Addifin on Italy, 

i. A rin" ; a diadem ; that by which any thing is mended. 

And this fell tempeft (hall not ceafe to rage, 
tJntil the golden circuit on my head . 

Do calm the fury of this mad-brain’d ihw.ShakeJp. Hen. V l. 

5. The vifitations of the judges for holding afTifcs. 

6. The tract of country vifited by the judges. 

7 . Circuit of Allien. In law, is a longer courfe of proceed- 
in <T to recover the thing fued for than is needful. owe • 

To Ci rcuit, v. n. [from the noun.] To move circularly. 
Pining with equinoftial heat, unlefs 
The cordial cup perpetual motion keep. 

Quick circuiting. , Ph f ’ 

Circuit e’er. « f. [from circuit.] One that travels a circuit 
Like your fellow circuiteer the fun : you travel the round of 
the earth, and behold all the iniquities under the heavens. I ope. 
Circui'tion. n.f. [cireuitio, Lat.] 

1. The aft of going round any thing. 

2. Compafs ; maze of argument ; comprchcniion. _ 

To apprehend by what degrees they lean to things in ihow, 

though not indeed repugnant one to another, require* more 
ftarpV, of wit. mco intricate nW.tato of tourfe, a nd 
depth of judgment, than common ability doth yield. H00U . 
Ci rcular, adj [circularise Latin.] 

1. Round, like a circle; circumfcnbcd byacircW. 

The frame thereof feem’d partly circuurr. 

And part triangular. , Fairy $ueen, l. n. 

He firft inclos'd for lifts a level groun , 

The form was circular. . } A 

Nero’s oort, compofed of huge moles running round it, 

in Tkind of circular figure. . - ** 

Succeffivc in order ; always returning. 

From whence th’ innumerable race of thing > 

By circular fucceflive order Iprings. Rofommon. 

7 Vulgar ; mean ; circumforancous. ,, , 

" Had Virgil been a circular poet, .and elofely 

Viftorv how could the Romans have had Dido . tennis. 
a Circular Sr. A letter directed to feveral perfons, who 
* inteteft to fume common affiiir i a. to the con- 

ifi™ bliC Such flrait lines as are divided from the 
^ dTvifions made in the arch of a circle; . as the hues of ines, 

, ■gESTS? “ - ££5 of a great 

difference, but a CmpB- 
citv of parts Sr^compute', 

Ci'rci larly. adj. [from circular.] 

" '^rilmdtn, of 

IhlTviarSnts^caft circularly about each other. Burnet. 
2. With a circular motion. • r n w 

Trade; which, like blood, (houl ett t- > ’ Drvden. 

Stopp’d in their channels, found its frccdo " ' rccct!c 3 ' or 
> very body moved circularly about any ce. , > 

endeavour precede, from that center of i s mo o ; Ray. 
To Ci'rcul A r e. v. ». [from circuits ] I o mov 


C I R 

to run round ; to return to the place whence it departed in a 
conftant courfe. 

If our lives motions theirs mull imitate. 

Our knowledge, like our blood, mull circulate. Denham. 
Nature is a perpetual motion; and the work of the uni- 
verfe circulates without any interv al or repofe. L’Ejlrangc. 

In the civil wars, the money fpent on both fides was cir- 
culated at home ; no publick debts contraftcd. Swift. 

To Circulate, v. a. To put about. 

Circulation, n.f. [from circulate . ] 

1 . Motion in a circle ; a courfe in which the motion tends to 
the poiilt from which it began. 

What more obvious, one would think, than the circulation 
of the blood, unknown ’till the laft age ? Burnet s Theory. 

As much blood pafleth through the lungs as through all the 
reft of the body: the circulation is quicker, and heat greater, 
and their texture extremely delicate. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2. A feries in which the fame order is always obferved, and 
things always return to the fame ftate. 

As for the fins of peace, thou haft brought upon us the 
miferies of war ; fo for the fins of war, thou feeft lit to 
deny us the blciling of peace, and to keep us in a circulation 
of miferies. . . Luaucs. 

God, by the ordinary rule of nature, permits this continual 
circulation of human things. Swift on Modern Education. 

3. A reciprocal interchange of meaning. 

When the apoftlc faith of the Jews, that they crucihcd the 
Lord of glory; and when the fon ot man, being on earth, 
affirmeth that the fon of man was in heaven at the lame 
inftant, there is in thefe two fpeeches that mutual circulation 
before mentioned. Hooker , b. v.J. 53. 

Circulatory, n.f [from circulate.] A chymical veflel, , in 
which that which rifes from the vcflel on the lire, is collected 
and cooled in another fixed upon it, and falls down again. 
Ci'rculatory. adj. [from circulate ] Circulatory Letters are 
the fame with Circular Letters. 

Circuma'mbiency. n.f. [from circumambient.] I he act ot 

C °Ice receive* its figure according unto the iurfacc whereof 
it concrete*, or the circtmiambiency which conformcth it. 

Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. 11. f. r. 
CIRCUMAMBIENT, adj. [circum and ambio, Latin] Sur- 
rounding; cncompafling; inclofing. , n-, 

The circumambient coldnefs towards the fides of effd. 
like the fecond region, cooling and condcnfmg o • ■ • 

To Circuma'mbulate. v.n. [from circum and ambulo, LaU] 

To walk round about. _ i TV, r„t the 

To CiRCUMCI'SE. v.a. [circumctdo, Latin.] I o cut 
prepuce or forelkin, according to the aw given to the Jew • 

'1 hev came to circumctfe the children. - 5 . 

ine^s alarmed at the induftry of the wh.gs m 1 aiming ■« 

** r “ y by * 47 - 

CiRcuMci'sios. »./ [from aramifi.] The rite or act ot 

cutting off the forelkin. , . , 

They left a race behind 

Like to thcmfelvcs, diftinguilhablc fcarce 
From Gentiles, but by crcumafionv am Mb.Par.R^ 

To CJRCUMDU'CT. v. a. [emumduco, Lat.J 1 o con 

' e A4 t of n judiSture may be cancelled and circumdutled \>y the 
wrnl d dirUionof the judge , a, alfo by the ot to 

parties litigant, before the judge has 

Circumduction, n.f [from orcumduc..] 

'■ N ^rfmn^“cheumdua«d, though .he defendant 

cumduElion requires. ^ ~ 

riRCU'M^ERENCE. n.f. [arcnmftrcntia, Latin.] 

tIk perl^^y , tl^ line utauding and furrtMrndmg any thing. 

1 V ^ Extend thus far thy bounds, 

This be thy juft tinmifirinu, O world ! ^ j, p ic 

Bccaufe the hero is the center o .he man, a|»n, Ota 
lines from the circumference tend to him alone. ^ ^ I\J_ 
A coal of fire, moved nimbly in ^r^{^ cJcof fi rc . 
clc, makes the whole circumference app . ‘ pdewtens Oplicks. 

2: The fpace inclofcd in a circle. 

“ So was his will 

Pronounc’d among *e gods, and by an °^*. Milton. 
That fhook heav’n’s whole circumference, conhrma 
He firft inclos’d for lifts a level groun , 

The whole circumference a mile around. D,)den 

3. The external part of an orbicu^r body. of the 

6 The bubble, being looked on 

clouds refleeled from it, feeme rc c t hc colour at >< s 

rencc . If the clouds were viewed through Qpicks. 

circumference would be b.uc. , , ir Kirular. 

4. An orb; a circle; any *.ng circular or orbicular. 

4 Ilis 
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His pond’rous Ihield, large and round. 

Behind him call ; the broad rnviw/rrCTfr ^ 

To S'mVSe“ J \” i [fmm rl” T. indude in 

f ,.W by rrs L * <■?, 

difiances. circtimftro, Lat. to carry about.] 

ClRCUMFERE NT°R L ■ meafurino- angles, con- 

An inllrumcnt ufed ,n furveymg, for mea urn g ^ ^ ^ 

Cl reguIa« FL the pr^Jdad^of^ablc^ including or part.ci- 

j? tSfSS 3S5- 
A - ^ <>f 

CIRCUMFLUENT, adj. {circunfuens, Lat.] Flowing round 
,m> thing. j ru]c the p ap hi an race, 

Whofc bounds the deep circumfluent waves embrace, 

A duteous people, and induftnous ifle. ». ' 

Circu'miluous. adj. [circumfuus, Lat.] Environing u 

W He the world 

Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide .. 

Cryftallinc ocean. Milton's Paradife Lojl , b.s 11. /. a 9. 
Laertes’ fon girt with circumfluous tides. Pope s OdyJJ. 
Circumeora'neous. adj. [eircumforaneus, Lat.J Wandering 
from houfc to houfe. As a circumforancous fidlcr ; one that 

plays at doors. , _ , 

To CIRCUMFU'SE. v. a. [ circumfufus , Lat.] To pour round ; 

to fpread every' way. . _ , r 

Men fee better, when their eyes are againft the fun, or 
candle, if they put their hand before their eye. I he glaring 
fun, or candle, weakens the eye ; whereas the light jjfjum- 
fjfeiy is enough for the perception. _ Bacons Nat. Hijtory. 
His army, circumfus’d on cither wing. ^ Milt. Par. Lojl. 
Earth, with her ne*er ocean, circumfus'd 
Their pleafant dwelling-houfc. Milton’s Paradife Loft. 

This nymph thc god Cephifus had abus d. 

With all his winding waters circumfus’d. Addif. Ov. Met. 
ClRCUMFU'siLE. adj. [circum and fifths, Lat.J That which 
may be poured or fpread round any things 
Artift divine, whofe lkilful hands intold 
The vi<Slim’s horn with circumfujile gold. Pope's Odyjf. 
Circumfu'sion. n f. [from circumfufe.] The a£l of fpread- 
ing round ; the ftate of being poured round. 

To CIRCU'MGYRATE. V. a. [circum and gyrus, Lat ] To 
roll round. 

All the glands of the body be congeries of various 
forts of vcflels, curled, circumgyratcd , and complicated to- 
gether. Ray on Creation. 

Circumgyration, n.f. [from circumgyrate.] The a£l of 
running round. 

The fun turns round his own axis in twenty-five days, 
which arifes from his firll being put into fuch a circumgyration. 

Cheyne' s Philofophical Prin. 
Circumjacent, adj. [circumjacens, Lat.] Lying round any 
thing ; bordering on every fide. 

Circumince'ssion. n.f. [from circum and incedo, Lat.] 

A term ufed by the Ichool-divines to exprefs thc exiftence 
of three divine perfons in one ano*er, in the myftery of the 
trinity. Chambers. 

CircumiTion. n.f. [ from circumeo , circumitum , Latin. ] 
The aft of going round. Dill. 

Circumlica'tion. n f. [circumligo, Latin.] 

1. The aft of binding round. 

2. The bond wi* which any thing is encompaflcd. 
Circumlocution, n.f. [circumioeutio, Latin.] 

1. A circuit or compafs of words ; periphrafis. 

Virgil, Itudying brevity, could bring thefe words into a 
narrow compafs, which a tranflator cannot render wi*out 
circumlocutions. Dryden. 

I much prefer the plain Billingfgatc way of calling names, 
bccanle it would fave abundance of time, loll by circumlo- 
cution. Sivift's Mijccllanies. 

2. The ufe of indireft expreflions. 

Thefe people arc not to be dealt withal, but by a train of 
myftery and circumlocution. L' Ejlrange. 

( ircummu'red. adj. [circum and mums, Lat ] Walled round; 
cncompaffcd witli a wall. 

lie ha* a garden circummur'd with bricks. Sha'cfp. 
Circum NaTig ABLE. adj. [ from circumnavigate. ] That 
which may be failed round. 

The being of Antipodes, thc habitablcnefs of the torrid 
zone, and the rendering the whole terraqueous globe * 
navigable. - 
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• » nr aTicn r f. [from circumnavigate.] The a 

;iRCt'MNAUCATiv.N. /..y. l 


venn gab 


of failing round. 


*e circumnavigation of A f r ict! , 


circum - 


Ray on the Creation. 


rp» r 1 ' A\Aoj (jfl l/.C l 7 

I o '..irci’MNa'vioate. v.a. [circum and navivo, Lat.J To 
tail round. J 


What he fays concerning tnc vc rC mark- 
from *e ftraits of Gibraltar to t ^ '^.putbnot on Coins. 

C«u - «to.»c*'T.0K. ,;f L«.] 

! The aft of enwrapping on every fiuc. 

2. The ftate of being enwrap^* ^ Stars near thc 

Circumpo'lar. adj r ilol ‘ " , • n J c ver let in the 

of placing any thing circular ) • . t ;|« 0 r bnflrcts ot 

Now is your fcaion .cr cncu? pf ' j . g w [yns Kalendar. 

ear*. . _ . r„ t atm i d’he adt of 

Circumra'sion. n.f [circumrvfio, > .. x>/d 7 . 

{having or paring round. r .1 

CircumrotaTion. n.f. [ammand^ Lat.^ ^ ^ & 
j. The acl of whirling round with a m 
wheel. Circumvolution. 

2. The ftate of being whirled round. , 

To CIRCUMSCRF.BE. v.a. [circum and fnbo, L— n a 
1 . To inclofe in certain lines or boundaries. 

2 To bound ; to limit ; to confine. 

The good Androntcus, 

With honour and with fortune is return d; 

From whence he dreumferited Mth his (word. 

And brought to yoke- th’ enemies ot Rome. Shak, Jt . Ti . . 

Therefore mull his choice be circumjcnb cl 
Unto the voice and yielding of that body, 

Whereof he’s head. , f . Sha *'fV Lc ’ , tU 

And form’d thc pow rs of heav n 

Such as he pleas’d, and circumfcriVd their being Milton 
The aftion great, yet circumferib’d by time ; 

The words not forc’d, but Hiding into rhime. UrycL « 

Wc fee that thc external circumftances which uo accom 
pany mens afts, are thofe which do ciuumjcnbe and limit 
them. , Sulhngf.n 

You are above 

The little forms which circumfribe your lex. Scutoern. 
Circumscription, n.f [circumfcriptio, Latin.] 

1 . Determination of particular form or magnitude. 

In the cirawf caption of many leaves, flowers, fruits anu 
feeds, nature affefts a regular figure. Ray on the Creation. 

2. Limitation ; boundary ; contraction ; confinement. 

I would not my unhoufed free condition, 

Put into circumferiptiem and confine. Shiikrfi.Otheho. 

Circumscriptive, adj [from circumferile ] Inclofing the 
fupcrficies ; marking the form or limits on the outiide 

Stones regular, are diitinguifticd by their external forms . 
fuch as is circumfcriptive, or depending upon the whole llonc, 
as in thc caglc-ltonc ; and *is is properly called the figure. 

Grew’ s MuJ<um. 

CIRCUMSPE'CT. adj. [circumfpe.Pum, Lat.] Cautious; atten- 
tive to every thing ; watchful on all fides. 

None arc for me. 

That. look into me with confid’rate eyes: 

High-reaching Buckingham grow’s ciriv.mfpedi . Shak. R.Jil. 
Men of their own nature circvmfpedl and flow, but at the 
time difcountcnanced and difeontent. Haywood. 

The judicious doftor had been very watchful and circum- 
fprlt, to keep himfelf from being impofed upon. Boyle. 

Circumspe'ct 1 on. n.f. [from eircumfpeS!.] Watchfulncfs on 
every fide ; cautious ; general attention. 

Obfervc the fudden growth of wickednefs, from want of 
care and cireumJpeHitm in the firft impreflions. Clarendon. 
So faying, his proud ftep he fcornful turn’d. 

But with fly cirtumfpeP.ion. A.ilton’s Paradife Lojl , b. iv. 
Circumspective, adj. [circumfpicio, tircumfpiclum, Latin.] 
Looking round every w'ay ; attentive; vigilant; cautious. 

No lefs alike thc politick and wife. 

All fly flow things, wi* circumfpetlivt eyes. Pope’s EJfay. 
Circumspe'ctivelv. adv. [from circvmfpefiive.] Cautioufly; 
vigilantly; attentively; wi* watchfulncfs every way; watch- 
fully. 

Circumspectly, adv. [from circumfpeft .] With watchful- 
nefs every way ; cautioufly; watchfully; vigilantly. 

Their authority weighs more w th me than thc concurrent 
fufirages of a thoufand eyes, who never examined the thing 
fo carefully and . ircumfpeetiy. Ray 0 . the reation. 

CircumspeCtness. n.f. [from circumfpeR.] Caution; vigi- 
lance ; watchfulncfs on every fide. 

Travel forces cireumjpePnefi on thofe abroad, who at home 
arc nurfed in fecurity. IVotton. 

CI'RCUMSTANCE n f. [circumjlantia, Latin.] 

1 . Something appendant or relative to a fact : thc fame to a 
moral aftion as accident to a natural fubftancc. 

When men are ingenious in picking out circimjlanccs of 
contempt, they do kindle their anger much. Bacon’s Ejjays. 

Our concerting or concealing perfccuted truth-, vary and 
change their very nature, according to different circutnjlances 
of time, place and perfons. " South 

2. The 



